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With its location on the bend of the MtSSI~;stt>Pl, was a steamboat 
peJrm<anE~nt settlement the 1840s. LOmt>etJng ,,.....,.,-;~,.,,.nr.,. r!t::n:raiJ.,nLJ•rl in St. 

JacKson and of ___ A .......... """" ... 

l!:ll.,.,,..,n .... o-Q gave their names to 
.. " .. ''ll'-"'"'....a"' two decades later made St. Paul the brE~a1<.-m,-tr<ammc,rt2ttlc>n 

steamboat could transfer to the rails. As railroads .. ,. ........ ,~"".-. the steamboats 
alb:.lgE~thE~r in St. Paul was eager to center where could 

gatne1rea and sent out to towns to the entire 
nn.1~.-~"'~''"'0'~~- hinterland. 

This historic context is divided into three main sections that examine the tmpac:::t 
of to form and define the and the of transt>ortatJton 
the 

was so critical in de1tenmiJilillg 
'rrulsr,ortatlton and Distribution and 1nc1ustru~s 

A second section of the context is The 
railroad with 
of trans1DOll'ta1tt011, , ... ,r~ •• cH~•':lll 

tsuUdllng on its 
1\/h,rl"'"''~'" grew to be a center 

economic hub for the 
Its str•ateg~c location continues to make the area a 
after such facilities have faded. 

section examines the St. Paul Streetcar "''l:"~t-cnrn 
"'"<tt:lln"'Q served and fostered 

residential creation the streetcar 
Q"'{":t-t:lln is examined in 

Residential Real Estate 
context, the St. Paul Commercial Centers context and 

la'lraln•nnno1!''t- context discuss the results of streetcar service in the 

Paul Historic Resources Database consists 
recorded on forms for the of St. 
database has been rP,r1P'iATPC'I 

this context. 
of the context. 

the database dates and 
and has not been svs•terna1ncamv ...... r~ .... ,.,rl since that time. 

be extant. context cteveJlOP'm~~nt 
not ....... ,..,.,"''~'~"' '"0 -""'r"Ll"' orot1ert1es that have been razed have been 

There are on the database were not field be no 
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tranSl)Ortation corridors in St. Paul have remained the same locations over the 
"'"""·u<.-.,o- those corridors have \..JLUA.J.<"''"'"""' and 

remains has been well documented in 
·u~ 1~-..at""' 7 of publi~;hed hLStc,nes, ,;:oll"t-tr•loc 

Of all the tranSlDOl~taltlOJ'l-rlelated resources, no11"h:':lnc 

histories such as Williams 
...... , ..... 

71
,..,"' information for understancjirlg 

are two standard sources that ....... ,.,. .. r,r~.a mtonnanon about streetcars. Russell L. Olson's 
Electric construction in the Twin Cities. Alan 

Lind's Twin and infonnation 
as well. 

Ramsey 
materials ..,.._.._,....,.. .. ._,.,_"'....,.. 

resultant industries amounts of 
and their families also wcateu a~a1acern to the railroad corridors 

East West Side. 
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Omaha 

The 

The Northern 
Authorized to build from Stillwater •""""'""'"''h 
ten miles of 
Known as the Paul and 
had 700 miles of track 

1\.lltnn,lll"',"""'''" and 4-V.UU.U"''-''-'"-"' W•:li11TA,Y"''" 

from the 1870s show route of the rattro;aa, bes~ninLg the Lower Levee near the foot 
Paul and Pacific Railroad had its 0"'""'110'~f- near J. Hill's 

nn.ll"t"hl[ATOi'"t" .. !-1 .... n. •• nrh Westminster 
fAIJJATATOrl the 
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The Northern Railroad received its charter 

of the northwest to set:uemt!nc 
General C.C. Andrews noted 
Paul and the cmnpletJ,on 
has continued since 

an initial169 miles 

""''"''"hf' ..... of the state, the to 
....... ,,.,.H," nnrr'h::l~tncr land St. and 

iJ!liUU ...... "" .... route south of Lake Como. 8 

F,'-A ........ , ...... route established the 

a 
and then west 
the Great Northern tracks 

were of wood frame construction on a steel underframe. Each car had 
upholst~~rea seats and accommodated 50 the Northern 

passenger cars, each of months. 



been as welL The 
northwest to St. the 

Other Facilities 

Other railroad lines also served St. Paul and various markets. In 1879 the._ ............. ,,_,'-', 
Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad to shorten the between St. 
Paul and new "Short Line" railroad. Instead of the 

the Short Line ran W. Seventh Street to 
Mill 

The ........ ""; .... ·,·~_ .... ~.,~ ......... ,..,. Great Western Railroad 
The south from St. Paul to 

access 
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Historic Resources Database 

have been identified as ewnojte 
Historic Preservation Office. Main lines of the Great r\lc1rtt1ern 

ri::UJLru«iu:s th1"'f"1ln,fThl'lll1t- the state have been declared 
some cases, railroad beds that do not retain tracks but do 

retain ,......,r ...... , .... covered other materials for have been declared """-'-JO.U-'"""· 

Minnesota Transfer Railroad 

comt,antv owned 200 acres of with 30 miles of track and 
horse The transfer 250 men 

over head 

6 



railroad transfer facilities 
residential and commercial cte'vetoomE~nt. 
Transfer the known as the 

Lowertown 

Paul served both 
connections, 

Lowertown referred to the area 
the Lowertown became 

be~~irnlinl~S of wholesale.-~." ..... '"'+

river. Residences were constructed to the 
J. 

A number of factors contributed to the transformation of Lowertown into the wholesale and 
warehouse district. The area between Fourth and Seventh streets was a 

tsa1Dti~:;t Hill. It was cut down 
hilL and 

1 "'"'"'''~"' the block 

As the streets 

in Lowertown were built over several decades between the 1880s and 1910. The 
Soo both 
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the Great Northern tracks in the North from Rice to the Dale Street 
the industries was the St. Paul 

the 
and 

and the Northwestern Twine and .._v ... u.c.4i::,.'C Lomt>any 
cmnp1ex:es, as well as Dale Street have been 

East 
was cumJ:He1Eeu 

Railroad facilities once lined this cm~nctor .................. ...._U,,.F, 

Avenue and the St. Paul and Duluth .... .r .. -..... ri"'"''"'":' 

The railroads at Arcade Street served a series well-known industries 
Nelson Lumber Wells and Arcade 
Sash and Door that was located on the site from 

and became the 

Historic Places. Boundaries 
between Forest and Arcade streets. 

A. Wood Harvester Works announced 

East 

Minnesota 
the co1nn~anv 

from a 
of E. Seventh Jotms,on 1-'""'"'"'"''""""' 7

' to a location to Beaver 

Other industries devellor,ed 
LOffit)anv was t"'n,nct"t'n.rt-ort 

its excellent railroad 
for 
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......... ·n.n.~·t--=-r•f' UK1tlstt·mtlocation and was home to co1mp~an1es 
Lomt>arltV and the Paul .... ""''"'<;;."'.~ 

.................. ,, .... and Robert streets have been 
\r'loll"nc:.~-~rtno Coca Cola Hr.++~u· ...... 

at 60 E. Plato 
and massive warehouse of hardware wholesalers ll-i"'""'""'11 Kirk at 104 
W.Fillmore. 

1/...,.,,....u,,.,.. of St. Paul industries were the 
the CSPM & 0 Railroad: ~cttm1a 

where 
born Schmidt took control of the business and Pr<)St,erl~Cl. 

and Schmidt the old Stahlmann R'i".cnut:::.r'l:r 

Schmidt remodeled the 
1950s and offered a well-known brand of beer '-'-""' ..... J, .... "' ...... 

in the Hamm's Krj;;,'IAT>""' Historic 
en<:onn.pc:tssllng hu>~ri> ... r .. "' constructed between 1892-1934 has been de<:lmred "''"""'"'''a 
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A.Wood Co. 
1912 Case Ave. E. 

Coca Cola Co. 
84 Wabasha 

• Farwell Ozmun & warehouse 
104 Fillmore Ave. W. 

Schmidt Kr,:•ur11nrr 

882 Seventh St. W. 

The r .. JB.r!ITA:r'5l'I[T a 
1883al95Q 

Modem observers 
but in more narrow 

uses and functions that are a 
the Twin 

1\Jh.rhA:''"''" as an area from 
'"' .... ,ont-o··· .. on the north to Road 

1920s as the "".,. ..... "c"" 

'""·"'-..:'C\"' as the entire western 

BNSF tracks mark another firm '-''-' ................ ... 
the ratLra<las 

Minnesota Transfer 

• .,.,,...h"'+""•·c.• dev1elo,pnrter1t in the area around the 
business also became identified with the the 
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1oc:anons, par1t1Ctllarly at comers where crosstown 
functions that have ext,an.cle<:t, 

J. Hill in the 1880s, had 
rartstE~r collected some million in 

Transfer had set the industrial tone for the vast tract, its 
attlractea investments that made the area--now known as "Heart of 

Industrial District." Promoters announced that the the 
the Great Northwest converge, has aeveJloo•ecl 

rtH~t-1"1 hnhn.cr center." The area contained over ar:ror<>XiJmatelv 
n~''".n•ll of 

n.n.r~~,...,,.,.,"was envisioned as an area three and one-half miles east and west and seven miles 
south . Value of land and area had doubled 1915 

reco~uzilngthe ofae,vel~Dnrnetlt 

to construction 
rec:ogmz;ea the central location 

....... n .... ~-r.. e«)m,paniE~S to utilize motor 
would resume their 
railroads 

car have 
area the Twin Cities." Annual pa~~se:ngE~r 
while truck estimated at 5 
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strategic location within the Twin Cities made it a 
the Minnesota Hl'llh'wav 

suDoort of the '"'11·, . .,.,,,:o,u 

As the railroad facilitated the cteveJlor~m~E!nt of Lowertown as a wt1otesc:tlrrt~ center, the combined 
............ , ........... .., of made the an and commercial 

''""'~'"'""'~'"' built from ca. 1905 to this era of 
stgnulCru:u St. Paul such as Buechner and 

lr.1un1t'C1~~' and 

the 

warehouse 
Cities ottenng etg:htE~en ,rl Olt'V:u•t-'!'V1.ont-c 

h-.iil..tiiv.rv housed the St. 
retail furniture business that has been lct~~ntltle~ct 
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While was built on the railroad motor +ct"a,..,...,.,. irtdUlStries, 
streetcar and later automobile. Auto cteillelrsntps 

lnhr.or,:ikr Avenue. One Chevrolet 1389-99 W. 
1940s Streamlined Moderne facade with curved corners at 
urrtoutl!n ,... ................. u, .. constructed the bu:llctJtng 

~tt·ea:ml:Lned. Modeme auto t1P:==!IP1r"h1n" 

I-Hc·fon..-.ro Resources Vatavase 
St. Paul Casket Co. 

1222 Ave. 

Overland Stoves 
2572 

Eastman 
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miles 

serve where l nc>mlDSOin 
on Seventh Street from Seven Comers to !-:.rver ..... 

pnessurie, .,,,.,.,.,,.,...,,,....,£?the influential voice 
horsecar lines. First to be converted was the Avenue 

Avenue to Cretin. Electrification continued with some 1 rn·nf"\1''*"'3r•t-

connections: on E. Seventh from Duluth to Hazel where it connected the railroad at Hazel 
limits and Emerald 

and the West line from 
1-\nnalDOlis Street. E. Seventh cable line 

rl.c•,.-,Anrn•nri that electric cars more 

conversion to electric power was ex1Jerl.shre 
accommodated electric streetcars rather horses. The cars were more ext:>erlsnre 
some of the did not stand 

Avenue stations. 
with other E. 

in 1893. 
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The streetcar c'~''~t-olr\""1 
and St. Paul: 

with a number of lines. 
lnhror,:1h.r was theW. Seventh 

converted to auto-oriented commercial. 
and economic the streetcars 
i"r,;'!i,T'\Cnnrr~t-1nn connections that built St. Paul. 

the western half of the 
as noted was 
to connect with the Lake 

Paul's 

Lomr>anv ..... , ............. ~., ........... shares in 
1"1

'"
0 ''c1 t'<' Avenue between Mlnneat)OliS 

control of all local bus 
some local rail 
Street and 

IDT!DU2'nthe 1940s. 
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resources. 

Historic Resources Database 

Como Park Streetcar Station 
1224 N. 

Street car substation 
36 Concord St. S. 

Ave.N. 

Mumectpoiis St. 
1n1•u£u•c1t .. , Ave. 

Streetcar Tunnel 
~-4~·---- Blvd. W. 

Streetcar bam 

current in 
some corridors and commuter rail in 

Mtnneat:>Ollts· Hiawatha a Central 
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Industrial and transr,ortatJLOn n.01t't".Ohra•rl as historic or as _..~...,,. .. ,..,_,..;"""'""' 
as houses of ... ,-" ... "' 1"''"" Yet their economic s1~;nH:tc<:mce and 
their contributions to ou:uuJtng 

There have been some successes in St. the Lowertown Historic District. Because 
these were in a favorable location and for new commercial and residential 
uses,. Lowertown is a historic district. Portions of the Street and Como have 

.... L.__ ... _,..__L of were lost. Other industrial facilities have been more 
ae<:aclefurreclevjeto·pm€nt 

li-nn .. n-h this context has focused on architectural resources, corridors themselves 
studied for The State Historic Preservation Office has identified 

the main lines of the as for the National The HPC should 
consider whether evaluations of historic lines are,. ........... ,.., ........ 

KemalininQ' '-'"'"·u'""" .... 'F'"' associated with St. Paul's railroads are ·urn.'t't-h.·u 

In<:::tuaea in the Lowertown Historic District. Two '""·~'-'.·• ... ..,,._«A 

............... 1'-'.'C' and the Great Western ............... 1-'.'C.' 

were instrumental 
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Also ... 7"•">''~-~"·'" 
resources on au1ton1otn1e 
Because these facilities are .... n ... ,.."'·'"YCV-1 

lost of 
was a main coJrnrneJ~Cl£11 
facilities that 

Streetcar-related Resources 

streetcar-related resources, such as the ~newng 
motor bus over the last 50 The ....... ''"-""'·" •r. 

St. 

more central location in the Because so few ... u._ ...... ~ ... ,.;;;"' 

ae1nonuon, the HPC should consider all rennaiJning 
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Paul and Vicinity, 3 vols. 
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"'Minnesota's Good Railroad': The Omaha Road." Minnesota 
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of Minnesota's 

Form. 

Men in 

Site Form. All forms are 
the State Historic 

Form. See also The for ads for these businesses. 

7, 

to Be Model Plant/' St. Paul Pioneer 1911. 
t\.eg;Ister of Historic Places 1982. 

HlS;tOflC 1-'r.o.:: . .or-;:r"'t·ir.n Office. 

HopkJms, MN: The Minnesota 

11. 

A venue Business District." 

20 





1885 

1269 

1269 

1269 

1269 Dr. 

1269 

1269 

1269 Dr. 

1269 Dr. 

1269 

1269 

Warehouse 

Cobb Produce Co. 

Shed 1269 

1269 

St. 

2563 Franklin Ave. W 

'-V!ua):;."" Co.555 Front Ave. W 

Co. 321 Grove St. E 

367-377 Grove St. E 

Grove St. 

Products Coke Co. N 

Clarence Jollmst:on, Sr. 

1902 

1885, 

1885 

1885 

ca. 1913 

1927 

1960s 

ca. 1950 

ca. 

1920 

ca. 1888 

1945 

1919 

1929 

DOE/Dist 

RA-SPC-1020 

y 

RA-SPC-1025 

y 



707 Ave. E 1882 RA-SPC-2926 

Warehouse 308 Prince St. 1907-1908 RA-SPC-3008 

& 560 Ave. ca. 1882-1895 

63 St. S. ca. 

St. Buechner& 

151-157 Robert St. S. Stevens ca. 

& St.S. 1887 

St. S. 1900 

Ave.W. 1924 

w. y RA-SPC-3321 

ca. 

St. ca. RA-SPC-3522 

s. ca. 

2210 Territorial Rd. W. RA-SPC-3856 

370..380 Chas. 1912/ 1932 

Ave.W. 1925 

Station703 1923 

709 Ave.W. 1934 RA-SPC-3889 

741 Ave.W. 

J. Stevens 1912-1945 RA-SPC-3898 

service w. ca. RA-SPC-3899 

w. & 1923 



St. 1222 Ave.W. Stem 1922 

1389-1399 Ave.W. 1928/ 1947 

Ave.W. Lockwood Green & Co 1920 

Co. Ave.W. C.H. Johnston, Sr. RA-SPC-3922 

W. 541 Ave. Co. Rl\-SPC-3923 

W. 

1885 1926 y RA-SPC-3927 

w. 

Co. 2218 RA-SPC-3932 

2233 Stevens 1912 

ca.2300 w. ca. 1920 RA-SPC-3935 

2324 

Co. 2341 Ave. Buechner & Orth RA-SPC-3937 

Wall 2345 Ave. RA-SPC-3938 

2356-2362 & RA-SPC-3939 

2388 Ave.W. 

2389-2401 w. Ellerbe & 

2402-2414 w. RA-SPC-3942 

2429 Ave.W. 1909 RA-SPC-3943 

Store Fixtures W. Bertrand 

Overland Stoves 2572 w. Mills, Rhines, 1915 RA-SPC-3945 

office 2610 Ave.W. ca. 1925 RA-SPC-3946 

2631 C. H. 1921 
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lliu.str'1tion 11. 
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